
T he C om m on T ask  
of  P rotecting W ater
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ISSU E
           
          T R A D IT IO NA L /
 A L T E R NA T IV E   
P E R SP E C T IV E

                     
                 MO D E R N/
   C O NV E NT IO NA L  P E R SP E C T IV E

P aradigm W ater
Source of life and culture
G oddess/sacred elem ent
R espect/use
L im itation, fragility
Integration to  the natural 
rhythm

H 2O
Infrastructure and service
R enewable resource
E xplo itation/accum ulation
Scarcity
Managem ent

Social requirem ents A djusted to  availability U nlim ited

R esponsibility Integral/everybody Sectorial/governm ental/enterprise

L evel of  governance C om m unity/B asin G lobal/political entities

O btention R ain, surface, swallow wells U nderground, channelling, big dam s   
                                                           

Sanitation Separation of sources
P revention
Micro/local

D A F
R estoration
Macro

T H E  C O NC E P T  O F  W A T E R : 
T W O  O P P O SIT E  P E R SP E C T IV E S



A G UA X A C A : A n   In tegrated  A pproach  to  the C onservation  o f 
the  A toyac – Salado  W atershed  
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    SU ST A INA B L E  C IT YSU ST A INA B L E  C IT Y

                C onserving “sponges”

      R estoring pipes  

   C atching rain  water

      Im proving agriculture watering

               Saving, ration ing, reusing 

            F air fees and com pensations

                                  C leaning



P R INC IP L E S
C hange of paradygm

Integrality
L ocality

A utonom y
C ollaboration



E ST R A T E G IC  
L INE S

P hoto
T able
P lan
T ools
V oice



T he too ls:
alternative  
techniques

*  A lternative sanitation

*  F uel saving

*   R ain water use

*  Sustainable production fund 

*  O rganic agriculture

*  E ff iccient irrigation 



P R E MA C U L T U R E  D E MO NST R A T IO N C E NT E R  
E L  PE DR E G A L , SA N A ND R É S  H U A Y A P A M 

























O axacan W ater F orum
Institute for  Nature and 

Society o f  O axaca

www.insooaxaca.com
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